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ASKUL Corporation
Toyosu Cubic Garden, 11F, 2-3 Toyosu 3-chome, Koto-ku,
Tokyo 135-0061, JAPAN

February 25, 2014

Mr. Akira Harada, Director

Japan Tropical Forest Action Network (JATAN)

Dear Sir,

Re: In response to your request to confirm the enforcement of “Askul’s procurement

policies regarding paper products”

After receiving your request to confirm our company’s enforcement of “Askul’s
procurement policies regarding paper products” , | would like to respond as follows. -

Regarding certain assertions pointed out by your organization, we at Askul are taking
this very seriously and are currently looking into this matter so that any required
changes can be made.

Our company’s procurement policies concerning paper products were established in
November 2004, and regarding Askul-brand copy paper, our procurement measures

have been taken accordingly.

Regarding Askul-brand copy paper manufactured in Indonesia, we have even stepped
up these policies, and have limited our production of copy paper to use pulp from

certified forests since June 2012.

More specifically, hardwood pulp we use is certified by LEI (The Indonesian
Ecolabelling Institute), and softwood pulp we use is certified by international scheme
(PEFC or FSC). Also, our products are produced in mills which have secured SVLK
certification (Timber Legality Assurance System). Accordingly, we believe there are no
deviations in our procurement practices then and now.



However, conceming your allegation about LEI-certified pulp, our company will study
this matter thoroughly in order to make any necessary changes, which we

will then publicly announce.

We would like to maintain an ongoing dialogue with NGO groups such as yourselves
and announce our progress on our company website as required, so that we can join
our efforts in helping to preserve Indonesia’s forests.

We also hope to continue the procurement of sustainable raw materials in an
environmentally-conscious manner by strictly abiding to our procurement policies,
while at the same time, improving the transparency level of our practices.
Sincerely yours

Shoichiro Iwata

President and CEO



